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Milk
mustaches
don’t
lastlong
when you're
a sponge.

Which means
I may have
to drink
another glass
of yummy
chocolate
milk.

Or two.
Or three.

Or four.

C“&(;OLATE
ot milk?
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HA
YOU'RE THINKING.
AM T A FRIEND,
OR AN ENEMY?

"THIS IS THE FIVE
MILLION POLLAR S
QUESTION. TM
ABOUT TO YANK |
YOUR CHAIN LIKE |
ELSE EVER |

TM & @ 2006 MARVEL



— A THOUSAND MILES AWAY,
YES, T COULD TELL. I'VE SEEN

' WHEN THAT HAPPENS, T WAIT,
AND REPEAT, JUST LIKE IT
\ THOSE SHAMPOO

HOW PO T EXPLAIN THAT LAST
2| NIGHT SOMEONE TVE NEVER
MET BEFORE TURNED MY LIFE
COMPLETELY UPSIDE POWN?
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SELL D NS S R

SOMEBODY WITH POWERS \
VERY CLOSE TO MY OWN. | WHO SEEMS TO KNOW MORE
TR N ABOUT THE SOURCE OF MY
. POWER THAN I PO. AND
WHO KNOWS MY REAL NAME.

AH. NOSTALGIA. T SHOULP'VE

BY MYy OLD | RECOGNIZED THE LOOK. T
SPEND QUITE A BIT OF TIME

THERE MV_F}ELBI; HOW pip

I MEAN, T




1 SAID T WAS TALKING
WITH MRS. CHAMPFER
IS THE OTHER DAY.

IF I WERE...ID SUGGEST THAT
.Nl'g'JEE YOUR SENSE OF FAIRNESS




Ve all the Fynt
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OVERSEAS HOLDINGS SHOW A TWELVE YOU'RE NEW HERE, THE COFFEE TABLE FIGU
PERCENT INCREASE IN REVENLE OVER ARENT YoUu? IF T TOOK ALL THE
THIS SAME QUARTER LAST YEAR AND 1/ MONEY WE HAVE, AND
UP TEN PERCENT OVER THE COURSE . DUMPED T OUT ONTO
OF THE LAST FISCAL YEAR... THEN LET ME THE £E TABLE OVER

COFF!
MAKE IT SINFLE FOR YO THERE, WHAT WOLLD
IT 827

THIS 15 A GENERAL MEETING

FOR THE SAKE OF THE OTHER v

PARTNERS. S0 ALL T \

WANT 5 THE COFFEE
TABLE FIGURE.

E. AND
THIS, ARENT SMALL PLEASURES ARE THE
Yyou? Al
I RATHER OF LasT
GOT THAT CRISP PIECE OF BACON FOR YOUR
INPRESSION... LAST BITE IN THE MORNING,
» GIVING THE ACCOUNTANT
A SNUGGIE --

IVE..NEVER YOU'RE ENJOYING IT'S A SMALL PLEASUR
BEEN ASKEDN

THAT QUESTIO
BEFORE.

YES,
PRINCE MISHKIN,
WHAT'S YOUR

PROGNOSIS?

7
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# LEGO and the LEGO Brick are tradiemarks of the LEGO Group. £ 2001 Thie LEGO Group. GAME BOY and GAME BOY
COLOR ARE TRADEMARKS OF NINTENDO OF AMERICA ING.  1989,1598 NINTENDO OF AMERICAINC Licensed by
£ 5ony G -

just imagine.so Nintende, Playstation and the omputer
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ALLOWING FOR VARIATIONS FIVE HUNDRED TWENTY-THREE
IN REAL ASSETS VS, LIQUD MILLION, SEVEN HUNDRED  PUars 4 very
ASSETS, AND TAKING INTO FORTY THOUSAND DOLLARS.. | ARSE COFFEE
EFFECT THIS VEAR'S AND CHANGE. TRBLE, B,
AMORTIZATION -- lacsadna

NOW WE CAN N
50 OVER THE...
L.

YOU MADE CONTACT LAST NIGHT, PIDN'T You?
AGAINST ALL OUR RECOMMENPATIONS —
GO NOW. THANK
YOU FOR THE = =
FIGURES. I JUST HOPE YOU KNOW
WHAT YOU'RE POING. YOURE NOT THE
I ONLY ONE AT RISK HERE.
F THIS prm—
GOES BADLY, IT COULD
PESTROY ALL OF US.
RATHER THAN FACE THAT
PROSPECT, GIVEN
THE CHOICE...
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YOU HAVENT T S 0U SHOULD EAT.

KEEP
EATEN YOUR YOUR STRENGTH UP. I PO.
s CROISSANT. IBUESS \ BUT TVE HAD LONGER THAN
&Mgﬂgﬁ You To Ac‘g#ge 600D
THOUGHT. LBt s ?
, - BEE

b 8 DO YOU KNOW ww
¥ HUMANS ARE A
(1) HOPE? BECALISE

MAK'E TI-IINES
LIKE CROISSANTS AND PASTRY.

PASTRY IN PARTICULAR. YOU MAKE
{ SOMET NISHING

LOVELY, KNOWING THAT
WHO RECEIVES IT WILL
APPRECIATE THAT BEAUTY
FOR ONLY FOR ABOUT TWO
SECONPS BEFORE
PEVOURING IT.

RN
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Uy Bring Home the X-Citement
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WHAT THE HECK WAS
THAT? SPIDER-SENSE WENT
NUTS, LIKE NOTHING T'VE
EVER FELT BEFORE.

y LIKE THE
WORPD HIPE WAS BLRNED

ACROSS MY BRAIN IN LETTERS
TEN FEET HIGH. |H]

i 20
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ILL JUST...
SHOOT A WEB

_> AND LEAP oUT
THERE ANP GET
GOING ON MY
WAY. TLL
JUST...

CAREFULLY ¥ 57D, REALLY. BUT THEN IT'S ALWAYS
PECORATED. =60, ALWAYS Uas BEEN, ALNAYS

FRAGILE. LOVELY. BE. IT'S YOUR LOT, YOU KNOW,
DOOMED. HERE
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1 HATE SPIPERS. I SWEAR
THEY THEY JUST KNOW WHEN
'RE ABOUT TO SMUSH ‘EM AND

INDE!
A DOOR AND YOU CAN'T GET Al
TO THEM AND T HATE _4£E
SPIDERS --

STUPIP 2,
SPIPER...

. : . .\m, | i )
Wl
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THEY'RE SCARED.
THEY THINK THEY'RE
GOING TO PE.




¥ IMNOT WLISTEN TO ME
TALKING TO  CLOSELY, JOBY...
\_YOU. _~ T DONT KNOW IF
4 HE'S RELOAPING OR

TM & @ 2006 MARVEL
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Ketball
Alonzo Johnson g%:sma Club
Mario Party 3

van McKenzié

Margaret LeBow Mario Parly

an
Math Club

You can always tell who’s been to the party.
With new characters, new adventure boards and over 70 new mini-games, you and your friends might want to get some rest
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CHMON, JOE! XA T
PONT LET 2

Y, Z
ME DOWN.

I CAN FIND THE

SHOOTER. BUT 1

PON'T WANT HIM POING
ANY MORE HARM

7 TANNIC

A TR
TLL HAVE
ACID — vol oN %Pam
YOUNS MAN!




The Super Soldier learns the secret of David Ferrari
— but will he be able o tell David's sister... who
also happens to be Cap's girlfriend?! By Dan
Jurgens & Dave Ross|

Genis travels through his own future! And what's up
with Rick Janes? By Peter David & Chriscrass!

Marvel's celebration of the FF's 40th anniversary
continues — as Mr. Fantastic races to unravel the
master plan of Dr. Dooml By Erik Larsen, Bruce
Timm and many more!

The Devil Hulk — the sum toial of all the evil in
Bruce Banner's soul — makes his big move to
dominate the Hulk's futurel By Paul Jenkins &
John Romita Jr.!

Back in print: the 176-page trade paperback that pits
a desperate Hulk against a host of foes, including
the Leader and Wolverine! By Peter David and
Todd McFarlane!

Daredevil, Black Widow and the gang hunl a
convicted war criminal... bul 1o capture him they'll
have 1o get past his super-powered bodyguards! By
Chuck Dixan & Eduardo Barreto!

A new creative team, new villains, new costumes
and a new line-up kicks off a new chapter for the
world's #1 super team! By Granl Morrison &
Frank Quitely!

How can Spidey defeat Fusion, the foe wha can
replicate any superhuman’s powers? By Paul
Jenkins & Mark Buckingham!

See the Sandman and the Chameleon as you never
have before in this 160-page trade paperback that
collects the critically acclaimed run by Paul
Jdenkins, Sean Phillips & Mark Buckingham!

— . ‘ 5 ' .
U s A % N ’ :

What are Captain America and Dr. Doom doing in i 1 I
this comic? Read It and find out! By Fabian Nicieza

& Pairick Zircher!

Callecting Ultimate X-Men #5 and Ultimate Marvel
Team-Up #1, starring Spider-Man and Wolverine, in
& lull-color magazine!

It's chaos in the nation's capital as the X-Men batile
Magneto and his army... which now includes
Cyclops! By Mark Millar & Andy Kubert!

MARVEL Want THe'EStEST Neuls From Inside The

= N #114

= LOGKINGFOR THE
NERAEST COMICS SHOR?
CALL 1888 CaMIC BOOK

| House Of [deas? Go To wunu.marvel.com

/ 54 Dally Updates! e
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sa Tesm up with Powe-;' angers : @ 5 ™

o Time Force every Saturday on /7 .
Fox Kids. \ i i

FoxKids.com

TM & © 2007 Fox/Fox Kids. TM & © 2001 Saban Entertainment. Ine. and Sabsn Inzernatonal N.V, All Fights Reservod
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NOT
L7 NOT FAIR..THEY
KEEP BEATING ME UP
ALL THE TIME..T CANT
TAKE [T ANYMORE...
I CAN'T TAKE IT 4

THE KIP JUST
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HEYGLE SUBSCRIBEJTUDHH’

Title For $23.97- A savings of $3!
Titles For $45.94- A savings of $8!
Or More Titles For $21.97 each-

"0 XME Uncanny X-Men
O WOL Wolverine
O XFO X-Force
0O MEN  X-Men

MARVEL ULTIMATES

O USM  Ultimate Spider-Man

0O UXM  Ultimate X-Men

0 UMT  Ultimate Team-Up

0 ULt Ultimate Marvel Magazine
PIDER-MAN

0O AMZ  Amazing Spider-Man

O SPI Peter Parker, Spider-Man

LMITED TIME ULTIMATE OFFER | 0 SPc  smiaercm

) MARVEL HEROES
a Yes! | want both Ultimate X-Men and AVE  Avengers
Ultimate Spider-Man for just $37.94

O
a
a
a
a
O
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]
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CREDIT CARD # EXPIRATION DATE

CAM  Captain America
&+ f I
A Savings of $16.00! .
FAN Fantastic Four
INC Hulk
All issues are mailed with cardboard backing in | THO Thor
new weather resistant cellophane bags! wé‘f BLT Thunderbolts
of the comies Fve cheeked. | deserve the
most in savings, convenience, serviee, SETIDRES
(12 issues each) and return this page or @ copy o: :
MARVEL DIRECT MARKETING, G (EME EMedata
ol (203) 743-5331 Fax: (203) 7449944 and have your credi card - "AE OF CREDIT ARD HOLDER (I DIFFERENT FROM RAME AB0VE)
handy! Provide credit card information when ordering by phone. TR O

cmyY Captain Marvel
ExclusiveSuhscriberin"s':and Services MDY Maave K
and seleetion!
P.0. BOX 1979, DANBURY, CT 06813.
OFFER GOOD UNTIL 12/01/2001. Conao, o S10.00pe e (i S, hnds ooy, icodes GSTARIZ7032852).Fseon, add S12 er il in US.hnds

DEF Defenders
| MKM  Marvel Knights
Your satisfaction guaranteed or your money back on all remaining issues! -
Ordering is fast and easy'
My safisfaetion is quaranteed! an
Please provide credit card informotion or moke your check or money
YES, YOU CAN PHOTOCOPY THIS AD! ; . T © 0l b Al e, |'|14M|32

DDV Daredevil
Punisher
IMPROVED PACKAGING! o
1 ¥es? Sign me up for home delivery
Check off the whsrab'lduﬁmynu want delivered o your home #of
order payable fo “Marvel Direct Markefing Inc.” For even foster service
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I UeD Hin I ONe oF V THE OTHER KPS WERE =——1 op vou TrRY[ T WARNED A COUPLE OF &M, BUT HE
MY CLASSES. A REAL PRETTY BRUTAL TO HIM. |t WAS KIND OF A GEEK, AN OUTSIDER,
SMART KID. AN "A"  PICKED ON Hit FOR ALL THEN? Ml YOU KNOW? THEY WOLLDNT STOP
STUDENT. THEY SAID HE , THREE YEARS. BUT, YKN HITTING HIM AND HE WOLLDN'T
w.ns APRODIGY OR 44 YOU HAVE TO STANG STOP se e IRD.
SOMETHING. Ml UP ON YOUR OWN
i, SOMETIHES. HE COIJLDN‘T Tace . T
HAPPENS, WHo
RGN LD GO TG BARS AT
LEAST NOBOPY GOT HURT,
THATS THE IMPORTANT

1 REMEMBER WHAT IT WAS
TO GET BEATEN UP ALL THE
IME. I REMEMBER THE
FQLETRATION THE FEAR.

T
RACQUETBALL COURT.
FIGURED THE 8E5T
KIPS. Goop AYou? THING I COULP PO WAS
FOR YOU. TO KEEF MY HEAD POWN
AND LET THE RIGHT
PEOPLE PO THEIR
Jos.

" TM & © 2006 MARVEL




YEP. HE'S NOT THE
A S FIRST ONE TO GET OUT B
] HERE. WON'T BE

CHAEL STRACZYNSKI writer JOHN ROMITA jr. penciler
?dl:\& AVALON STUDIOS colors Richard Starkings & COMICRAFT's Wes Abbott letters JOHN MIESEGAES ass't ed.

g. I
LONSO editor JOE QUESADA editor in chief BILL JEMAS president

@ DANKE
} AXEL
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Well, folks, here are a few of the
letters we received aboul AMAZING
SPIDER-MAN #28 and THE AMAZING
SPIDER-MAN ANNUAL 2001, the ill-fated
reunion of Peter and Mary Jane. Opinions
were divided, to say the least.

Dear Graw:

At least you let her go with dignity. MJ
will be missed, but she leaves us wanting
more as she goes. And Howard Mackie can
leave AMAZING SPIDER-MAN knowing that,
in the end, he did what was right. There was
real heartbreak in this story and even some
sense of rebirth for Peter and Mary Jane.
The future is truly wide open for them both.
My one concarn is that this issue will be
swept under the rug as sometimes these
things are. There are real life consequences
that Peter and those close to him must deal
with as 2 result of MJ's departure. What
must Aunt May and Anna think of this?
What will everyone who knew the Parkers
think? Questions like these must be
answered,

Since this story played out in the only
way it possibly could have, | am totally
content to let MJ go and begin a new
chapter with Peter Parker. | know you will
get a lot of mail from those who rail against
this story who consider themselves “die-
hard” Spider-Man purists, but take it from
someone who has followed Peter since he
was five, this was the right thing to do and
it had to be done. Thanks for handling it
with care and attention.

Ronnie Dingman
Louisville, KY

Thanks, Ronnie. While most readers
wanted MJ back, not everyone shares your
enthusiasm for the direction life has taken
her. Take our next reader, for instance.

Hey,

What's going on? | can't believe that
you guys are doing this to Peter. First, you
kill off his wife, and then torment him to
death with the thought that she’s still alive
somewhere, then give her back. And then,
she doesn't even last one issue — you have
her taking off because she can't handle him
being the webslinger anymore! And neither
of them shed a tear!

You can't do this fo him. You can't do
this to me! I've been following Spidey for
years, and I'll admit | was wrong when |
thought he should have hooked up with the
Black Cat, because you showed me the error
of my ways with MJ and her love for Peter.
But now, you've trashed it. She says she
really does love Peter, but she can't stay!
Whafl? She was gone, assumed dead, and
whan she gets rescued, she doesn't want to
be with her husband, her rescuer, the love of
her life? Obviously, she needs help. And
then Peter just lets her leave and doesn’t
shed a tear? | believe in keeping it
interesting, but this is toa much. | sincerely
hope that the other readers are speaking out
and showing you the error of your ways.
Peter and MJ belong together. Now that we
know she is alive, let them be together.

Steve 0'Rando
Via Internet

A lot of folks agreed with you, Steve.
Then again, a lot didn't. Clearly life has
thrown Peter and MJ's relationship a
potentially knockout punch. Only the
future will show if they can get up off the
mal.

Dear Spider-Men,

Just dropping a note to say how pleased
| was with the outcome of AMAZING
SPIDER-MAN ANNUAL 2001. As | stated in
2 letter printed in ASM #23, the separation
of Peter and MJ is the right move.

Hopefully, the new writers will continue this
progression in the future and have them
divorce. Before anyone wants to crucify me,
let me explain. | love Mary Jane too; she is
one of the all-time great supporting
characters and she will be missed. But

asks a question that is actually central to the
MJ problem: "How can you be a super hero
and be a married man at the same time?”
Mamoon's dilemma has more to do with
denying the uniimited “chick-magnet”
potential, but the real problem lies in duty to

sexual tension between Pete/Spidey and his
female friends has been missing for far too
long. This is part of what makes Spidey
unique, and the chance to restore the status
quo is here. Take advantage of it. Besides,
MJ could still make guest appearances.
Terence Connors PM.M
Rochelle Park, NJ

Well, Terence, there were a few
people who wanted things to go this route,
too. Certainly no one celebrates the idea
of Peter and MJ divorcing, but there were
a few readers who thought that this was
the most realistic option for our couple.
Let's hope it hasn't gatten to that point.

Spider-Man creators:

Pat yourseff on the back for a job well
done, Howard. Mary Jane is 2 great
supporting character, and | am quite glad
1hat she’s back. | think that most fans will
be happy with this decision; those like me
who wanted MJ back have her back, and
though the couple are not divorced (it
wouldn't be consistent with Peter and MJ's
personalities), they're separated but still
care about each other and have a chance at
getting back together. Bottom line: Peter
finally has a great weight lifted off his
shoulders, and | can't wait to see how —
and if — JMS continues with this story.

Elijah Barga
Forest Grove, OR

Thanks, Elijah. Our next letter writer
agrees.

Dear Crew,

Well done! | expected MJ and Peter to
have a fairy tale ending. | didn't expect them
to go their own ways. But that's the great
thing about comics — they keep you
guessing!

Chris Hudson
Vancouver, WA

Chris, thanks for rolling with the
punches. And stay tuned.

Dear Spidar-crew,

The AMAZING SPIDER-MAN ANNUAL
2001 was a fine way of sending off Howard
Mackie as writer of the Spider titles, but it
was also a bittersweet ending. Howard has
taken a lot of hits over the past few years
about the directions he’s taken the Spider-
Man titles in, so I'm glad he decided to end
his run by concentrating on perhaps the two
most important characters — Peter and
Mary Jane. | had a feeling things would not
go back to the status quo after Mary Jane
returned. | guess Peter and Mary both knew
it would happen in a way, as they mentioned
before parting. This ending saddened me,
as |, and many others, have been in similar
situations where relationships don’t wark
out. | suppose Peter will push on as always,
but things will not be the same, and |
suppose that's the point, isn't it?

Scott Breese
Toronto, Canada

Right you are, Scotl. And you weren't
the only ane who related to the ending of
the Annual. It struck 2 chord with a lot of
folks. In life, love doesn’t always conquer
all obstacles. In this comic, we'll have to
wait and see.

Hello Team,
In the AMAZING SPIDER-MAN #28
letter column, young “Mamoon” innacently

RS R MARVEL COMICS

387 PARK AVENUE SOUTH « NEW YORK, NY 10016

saciety/c Vs duty to
spouse/family. And | imagine every Spidey
writer has feit the looming presence of this
300-pound gorilla since “The Wedding” lo
thase many years ago.

Most of us, | imagine, read Spider-Man
for the very same reasons he was created:
he’s an engaging, unusual, charismatic
costumed crime-fighter whose non-super
hera life is as imperfect and mundane as
anyone else’s. From the start, we've been
deeply involved in his civilian struggles, and
that surely is why we've always cared so
much about him. Not only is it his rather
abstract “struggle against evil for the good
of mankind" that we admire, but aiso his
ability 1o fight while suffering from the flu,
wearing an itchy costume, trying to keep his
friends from making life-altering mistakes,
avoiding unpleasant neighbors/bosses/old
girifriends, keeping appointments while
unavaidably delayed — ali things which we
can deeply relate to on a personal level.
And, of course, we want Peter to succeed in
both arenas. And, by marrying MJ, he really
did succeed in the personal arena.

For writers of Spider-Man there has
emerged an unsolvable dilemma. We, the
readers, want several things: (1) We want
Spidey, the Super Hero, (2) We will only
accept Peter Parker as Spidey, and (3) We
want Peter to be a great, loving, responsible
husband and role model.

| cerfainly wouldn't know what to do
with these parameters if | were writing the
book. As a fan, | myself want to see all of
this work out somehow, but | can't begin to
guess how it could be done and still remain
true to the characters and/or make dramatic
sense. Peter's greatest power has become
the ability to shape an entire human being
— and that's now where his responsibility
lies.

Okay, this has turned into a hugely long
letter, and if you do read this far, you have
my undying gratitude.

Tom Howley
Beltsville, MD

Tom, you've crystallized the debate
over what path Peter Parker's life should
travel — that of the down-on-his-luck
bachelor, or that of the responsible family
man. Some readers believe the former;
some believe the latter. Only one group
could gel their wish.

It all bails down to a decision made by
Mary Jane. Returned to her hushand after
a period of captivity and self-reflection,
MJ has come fo ihe conclusion that she
can't fit Peter back into her life as easily
as many of us had hoped. Does this make
her a flawed character? Possibly. Does
this make her a real characler? Definitely.
The pathos is that.MJ really does love
Peter, but doesn't know how fo live with
him - an unfortunate but all-too-real
dynamic of life that more than a few
readers related to.

Just remember, Peter and Mary Jane's
current separation is an outgrowth of a
choice made by Mary Jane - not Peter. It
is a choice that Peter must come to terms
with. What MJ's decision signals for the
ultimate fate of the couple remains o be
seen. Mary Jane has walked off into the
sunsel, The question is, is she gone for
good?

“THE LONG,
PARK FPIZZA

OF THE souL”
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